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Robert Ogden was born in Harrogate, read music as a choral scholar at King’s College, Cambridge and studied opera at the Royal Northern College of Music and at the Netherlands Opera Studio in Amsterdam.  He was a finalist in the Elizabeth Harwood Memorial Competition, the Royal Overseas League Competition and the Great Elm Competition and was awarded the prestigious Curtis Gold Medal for Singing on leaving the RNCM.  He studies with Michael Chance, Dinah Harris and Rosemary Walton.

Recently described by Opera Magazine as ‘a rare and exciting find’, Robert made his critically acclaimed international debut in the role of KREON in Rolf Liebermann's Medea for Stadttheater Bern, Switzerland in 2001.  Since then, he has performed all over the world, working with conductors such as Rinaldo Alessandrini, Richard Hickox, Sir David Willcocks, Owain Arwel Hughes, Nicholas McGegan, Heinz Fricke and Richard Bradshaw, and orchestras including the Washington Opera Orchestra, the Belarus State Symphony Orchestra, the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra and the Brandenburger Sinfoniker.  

Recent opera roles include ANDRONICO in Tamerlano (Handel) for Scottish Opera, NIRENO in Giulio Cesare (Handel) for the Norwegian National Opera, DELFA in Giasone (Cavalli) for Stadttheater Klagenfurt, Austria, the PAGE in Sly (Wolf-Ferrari) and the SHEPHERD in Tosca (Puccini) for the Washington Opera, U.S.A. in casts including José Carreras, Sherrill Milnes, Marcello Giordani and Maria Guleghina, the covers of OBERON in A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Britten) and the title role in Radamisto (Handel) for Opera North, CONSIGLIERE in Arianna  (Monteverdi) for Muziektheater Transparant and the Netherlands Opera Studio, PTOLOMEO in Giulio Cesare (Handel) for the Handel Opera Society, ATHAMUS in Semele (Handel) in the Teatru Manoel, Malta and a new one-man show, Food of Love, directed by Klaus Bertisch, dramaturge at the Netherlands Opera.

Robert’s concert repertoire is extensive: he is a regular oratorio soloist in major venues all over Europe.  He also performs frequently in recital from a wide repertoire that has included two world premières by Giles Swayne, has made several broadcasts on BBC, Australian, Japanese and German radio and recently sang recitals at the Concertgebouw and the Muziektheater, Amsterdam. 

Recent and forthcoming engagements include performances of Messiah (Handel) for the Netherlands Bach Ensemble and King’s College, Cambridge, NIRENO in the revival of Giulio Cesare for the Norwegian National Opera, the title role in Orfeo (Glück) for Ryedale Festival and a debut CD of solo cantatas by Vivaldi and Telemann.

Opera Magazine: 'Robert Ogden, the Orfeo, is a rare and exciting find  - a singer who makes the voice sound completely natural and who uses it intelligently and with great intensity.'
Stockton and Darlington Times: ‘Ogden's lament for his loss in the aria 'Che faro senza Euridice'… almost convinced me of the power of the counter tenor voice over today's more usual female alto - Kathleen Ferrier and Janet Baker apart, of course.’

De Telegraaf, Amsterdam:
‘The countertenor Robert Ogden, from England, stole the show.’

Das Opernglas, Germany:
‘…very special countertenor timbre.’

Manchester Evening News:
‘Robert Ogden’s beautiful countertenor...appeared to cast a gentle spell over the audience.’

Kleine Zeitung, Austria:
‘Robert Ogden achieved great dramatic ambition in the role of Delfa.’






